
The Pneumatic Post in Vienna: Turner



The Pneumatic Post in Vienna: Turner



The Pneumatic Post in Vienna: Turner

Die Stadtrohrpost in Wien 1875-1956

Technische Beschreibung von Walter Turner
This is a book produced in typescript by Ing. W Turner, who was the last manager of the system. The
Technical Museum have 3 copies; their ref number is B6983; that for the Post Office Archives is PV 502/2.

The contents list follows. At the end are a few translations. Pages 9, 11-14, 74-85, 128-129 are then
reproduced.

Plan- und Bildübersicht 4

Abkürzungen 6

Zusammenstellung der Rohrpostämter 8

Vorwort 9

I Geschichtlicher Rückblick 10

II Technische Grundlagen 15

III Die Rohrpostmaschinenhäuser 18

1. RpMH Zentral 21

2. RpMH Gurnpendor.f 31

3. RpMH Währing 37

4. RpMH Webergasse 41

5. RpMH Mohsgasse 44

6. Rohrpost-Kleinmaschinenanlagen 45

IV Der Rohrpostbautrupp 56

V Die Rohrpostapparate 63

VI Der Rohrpostverkehrsdienst (Techn. Belange) 74

VII Die Auflassung der Rohrpost 85

VIII Die Demontage der Rohrpost 107

IX Die Organisation des Rohrpost-Maschinendienstes 112

X Anhang 116

1. Das Post- und Telegrapenmuseum u. die Rohrpost 116

2. Die Ausstellung “Postdienst alt und neu“ 119

3. Die Weltaustellung in New Delhi 119

4. 100 Jahre Rohrpost 120

5. Die Rohrpost in der U-Bahntrasse 124

6. Verlegung der Leistungen für das Kabelfernsehen in den ehemaligen Rp-
Rohren

124

7.Die Hausrohrpostanlagen der ÖPT: 125

A) TZSt 125

B) Fernamt Wien 134
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D) PA 1103 Wien 137

E) PA 3910 Zwettl / NÖ 137

F) TZV - Telegraphenzeugverwaltung Wien 137

G) Kabelbauamt im HBA 3, Wien Arsenal 138

Quellennachweis 139

Restoration of the system after WII:

Date Sections
completed

%

30 Apr 45 0/42 0

30 June 45 3 7

23 July 45 11 26

Formal reopening of service

31 Aug 45 15 36

31 Dec 45 27 64

31 Mar 46 29 69

30 June 46 34 81

30 Sep 46 37 88

30 Jun 47 39 93

by end 1950 42/42 100

Evidently Turner was proud of what his staff had accomplished!

Page 13: at bottom of diagram is “Jedem RpMH bzw jeder Luftstation und jeden Rp-Klm” – machine house,
air receiver station, and klein maschine anlage = small machine installation respectively – “war auch ein
RpA angeschlossen Die in Klammen gesetzten Nummern waren RpÄ, die in derletzten Jahren vor 1956
aufgelassen wurden. Die Rohrleitungen sind in der Strasse vor dem Amt oder im Keller desselben (PA
W127) durchverbunden. Die Luftleitungen 129-20 und 57-101 waren 1956 bereits ausser Betrieb.”

Page 85 “… postwar reinstatement of about 500 red postboxes, which had been removed during the war.
Mainly for Bahnpost: surcharge 60 gro for expedition to station, normal thereafter.  …  Trades Unions
formally protested about the closure plans; no reply was received”

Page 88 says that the last-ever train “traf dort im Apparat 129 um 13:28 ein”. It also suggests that Turner
sent all his staff a thankyou in the following few days. It goes on to say that P&TDion Wien Amtsblatt
4/1956, dated 7 April, confirmed the closure and that this was repeated in PuTVOB 13 of 28 April; however
this is not true. There followed a period of intense technical report preparation, trying (and failing) to make a
case for partial retention.

Page 105 shows a piece of an envelope with full pneumatic markings and cancels but inscribed by hand to
show that it actually went by 3-wheeler, taking 2 hours 5 mins instead of the 30 mins routinely achieved by
pneu. Page 106 is a similar piece for 2 May. Beware: both had completely normal pneumatic cancels.

There was for a time a small demo system in the P&T Museum at Schwechat; a commemorative cover (or
many?) was run through it on 26 Feb 1975 but cancelled 1 Mar 1975.
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The original page 14 is a fold-out A3 page.
See the “maps” section for a readable version!
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(U
nfortunately the original w

as bigger than the copy, and the m
argins have gone)
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